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WRITINGS IN  MAINE HISTORY 
Books
Banks, Ronald F . , e d i t o r .  A H istory o f  Maine; A c o l le c t io n  o f  
Readings on the H istory o f  Maine 1600-1970. Dubuque, Iowa, 
Kendall/Hunt, 1969.
For years  teachers  o f  Maine h i s t o r y  have complained at 
the la ck  o f  p r in t e d  m a te r ia l  f o r  classroom use in the teach­
ing  o f  Maine on any l e v e l .  In fa c t  the c r i e s  have been so 
loud and so pro longed  i t  i s  hard to  understand why something 
b e fo r e  th i s  could not have been done about i t .  And some­
th in g  was but no th ing  as ambitious as the present volumes o f  
" r e a d in g s "  compiled by the industr ious  Ronald F. Banks when 
he was tea ch in g  a course in Maine h i s t o r y  at the U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  Maine in Orono.
Way back in the e a r l y  1930’ s, to  a id her students in 
t h e i r  study o f  Maine at the same U n iv e r s i t y ,  Miss Ava Chad- 
bourne pub l ished  at her own expense another short c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  " r e a d in g s " ,  c h i e f l y  by the e a r l i e r  w r i t e r s  in the co lon ­
i a l  p e r iod .  The volume was th in  and anemic w ith  nothing much 
to  nourish i t .  At that  time l i t t l e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  had been 
w r i t t e n  in any ca tegory  o f  Maine h i s t o r y  a f t e r  statehood. How 
tru e  th i s  was i s  proven now by the d a te l in e s  found in  the 
essays which are inc luded  in the present volume. Of the h6 
essays p resen ted ,  on ly  ten were publ ished b e fo r e  1935, and 
on ly  one o f  th e s e ,  Henry S. Burrage ' s account o f  the North­
eastern  boundary d ispu te ,  i s  concerned w ith  the p e r iod  o f  
s ta tehood . As fu r th e r  p r o o f  o f  the va lue o f  recent  i n v e s t i ­
ga t ions  in Maine h i s t o r y  i s  the f a c t  that  o f  the essays 
inc luded by e d i t o r  Banks which have to  do w ith  the p e r iod  
b e fo r e  s ta tehood ,  over  h a l f  were w r i t t e n  a f t e r  1935.
One might ask -  why th i s  sudden spurt in c r e a t i v e  s ch o l ­
arship in the f i e l d  o f  Maine h is to ry ?  A number o f  th ings  
con tr ib u ted  to  i t .  Not the l e a s t  o f  these was the r e v i v a l  o f  
i n t e r e s t  in Maine h i s t o r y  found at the U n iv e r s i t y  in  Orono
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a f t e r  World War I I  when Robert M. York and h is  course in Maine 
h i s t o r y  were added t o  the Department o f  H is to ry  and Government. 
The enthusiasm genera ted  by York was enormous and i t  i s  r e ­
f l e c t e d  ve ry  much in the present volume. The e d i t o r  o f  the 
book was h im se l f  a product o f  th is  and his monumental study o f  
the separa t ion  movement, fou r  chapters o f  which are inc luded 
here ,  was d i r e c t e d  by York. Representing  th is  in f lu en ce  
undoubtedly are the two essays inc luded  on the p u b l ic  domain 
in 1820 and the in t r o d u c t io n  o f  pulp and paper in d u s try ,  
w r i t t e n  by David C. Smith, the a r t i c l e  on the anti  s la v e r y  
movement done by Edward 0. S c h r i v e r ,  and Charles A. S con t ra s ’ 
p ionee r  study on the r i s e  o f  o rgan ized  labor  in the s t a t e .
To add to  the impetus at the U n iv e r s i t y ,  an expanded 
graduate program in Maine h i s t o r y  o f f e r i n g  a D o c to r ’ s as w e l l  
as a M as te r 's  degree was in troduced.  And then to  s t im u la te  
and improve the q u a l i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  in the department was the 
U n i v e r s i t y ’ s p u b l i c a t i o n  program found in the U n ivers ity  o f  
Maine S tud ies .
As f o r  the Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  i t  need not take a 
back seat  when i t  comes to  p ra i s e  f o r  improving the q u a l i t y  
o f  h i s t o r i c a l  research  on Maine. I t s  e x ten s iv e  and r i c h  
resources have he lped immeasurably to  advance the cause o f  
o r i g i n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . M oreover , o f  the nest o f  recen t  w r i ­
t e r s  inc luded in  th i s  volume, John P u l len ,  Jasper S tah l ,
Ernest M arr iner ,  F rede r ick  A l l i s ,  W i l l iam  H. Rowe and Edward 
K irk land a l l  at d i f f e r e n t  t imes have addressed the S oc ie ty  and 
in a few cases hold  honorary membership to  i t .  W r i te rs  o f  an 
e a r l i e r  p e r io d ,  Burrage , Charles E. Banks, and Joseph W i l l i a m ­
son were not on ly  members o f  the S oc ie ty  but in t h e i r  day made 
up the Estab l ishm ent .
In summary, th i s  volume rep resen ts  s y n t h e t i c a l l y  (so to  
speak) Maine h i s t o r i o g r a p h y . The obvious v o id  i s  the la ck  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  in  both the 19th and 20th c e n t u r i e s , as w e l l  
as in the not so important f i e l d s  o f  educa t iona l  and r e l i g i o u s  
h is to r y .  Although almost th ree  quarters  o f  a century have 
passed s ince  1900, the e igh t  essays which mark i t s  pass ing  
g iv e  the p e r io d  anything but b a la n c e . That e d i t o r  Banks dug 
these up bespeaks both h is  a le r tn es s  and perseverance .
C h ro n o lo g ic a l l y  the scope o f  the book omits no p e r iod .  
Q u a l i t a t i v e l y  the e d i t o r  has made the best  s e l e c t i o n  p o s s ib l e  
from what was a v a i l a b l e .  Monographs s t i l l  unwrit ten  based on 
s tud ies  embarked upon but s t i l l  uncompleted could hard ly  be 
inc luded. The book is  e a s i l y  a cha l lenge  to  those who may now 
be tu rn ing  to  s ta te  h i s t o r y  as an o u t l e t  f o r  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  
on Maine. The e d i t o r  deserves much c r e d i t  f o r  h is  e f f o r t s  in  
b e h a l f  o f  those who would lea rn  more about the s t a t e .  I t  i s  a
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bonanza f o r  the tea ch in g  p ro f e s s io n  on a l l  l e v e l s  o f  l e a rn in g .
E l iza be th  Ring
Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty
Havens, George R. Frederick  J. Waugh3 American Marine F a in te r3 
Orono, U nivers ity  o f  Maine S tud ies3 No. 89, U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
Maine P r e s s ,  1969 .
George R. Havens s ta te s  in h is  In t rodu c t ion  o f  Frederick  
J . Waugh3 American Marine P a in te r3 tha t  "a f u l l  and accurate 
account o f  sea p a in t in g  in  America w i l l  only  be p o s s ib le  when 
based on s tud ies  o f  many in d iv id u a l  a r t i s t s  who have worked 
in the f i e l d . " ( l )  Mr. Havens has con tr ibu ted  cons iderab ly  
to  t h i s  e f f o r t .
In r eco rd in g  the ou ts ide  fo rc es  that  acted upon the pe r ­
son o f  F rede r ick  J. Waugh ( l 8 6 l - 1 9 ^ 0 ) ,  he has presen ted  an 
e x c e l l e n t ,  balanced repor t  on a c h ro n ic le r  o f  n a tu re 's  g r e a t ­
es t  m ystery - - the  sea. The v a r i e d  in f lu ences  o f  P h i la d e lp h ia ,  
Europe, Cooperstown, New York, Cape Cod, and the shores o f  
Maine are conveyed to  the reader  w ith  ease and accomplishment.
"Quiet  or stormy, the sea always f a s c in a t e s . "  ( 2 ) Hours 
o f  studying the endless motion o f  waves on the shores o f  the 
i s la n d  o f  Sark, B a i le y  and Monhegan Is lands and the Caribbean 
i n s t i l l e d  in Waugh the d e s i r e  t o  capture f l e e t i n g  movement. 
While on a w in te r  va ca t ion  in Barbados, "Waugh would plunge 
in to  t h i s  opa lescen t  sea, coming up w ith  his eyes open under 
the g rea t  waves to  observe t h e i r  form from beneath, as he had 
long  l i k e d  t o  d o . "  (3 )  Moving water  became a l i f e t i m e  study 
f o r  Waugh,
Advice on marine p a in t in g  is  recorded f o r e v e r  in his own 
words, "The sea i t s e l f  i s  ve ry  subt le  in co lo r  and eve r  chang­
ing .  . . "  (U )
To avo id  the quick changes in  the l i g h t i n g  o f  
nature I  have acqu ired  the hab it  o f  quick p r e c i s e  
p a in t in g  and seek to  make each brush f u l l  o f  pa in t  
t e l l  i t s  own s t o r y . . . .  ( 5 )
A sense o f  mystery i s  o f t e n  conveyed by c e r ta in  
passages which la ck  obviousness because l e f t  u n f in ­
ished .  . . .  Such th ings  c a l l  a t t e n t io n  to  o ther  pass­
ages which are o f  more im p o r t . . . .  The usefu lness o f  
the surroundings w i l l  c o n s is t  o f  t h e i r  r i g h t  r e l a ­
t i o n s h ip  to  the w h o le . . . .  S i m p l i c i t y , always s im p l i ­
c i t y .  (6 )
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An e n l i g h te n in g  chapter  i s  Mr. Haven1s d iscuss ion  and 
comparison o f  Waugh and Winslow Homer. C e r ta in ly  the most 
s t r i k i n g  d i f f e r e n c e  between them is  expressed in t h e i r  seas. 
Waugh's years  o f  involvement w ith  the ocean brought a s tud ied  
r e a l i t y  o f  the su b jec t  to  h is  canvases .
. . . h e  gave long  hours, p a r t i c u l a r l y  in e a r l i e r  y e a r s ,  
t o  in tense  observa t ion  o f  l i g h t , w ind , and changing 
sea. He i n s i s t e d  always on the abso lute  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  such bas ic  study f o r  any conv inc ing  render ing  o f  
wave form or c o l o r . . . .  ( 7 )
Homer's approach to  marine pa in t ings  was expressed  as an 
o v e r a l l  impression o f  a g r e a t e r  t ru th  w ith  concen tra t ion  on 
the forms dependent on the sea.
F i e r c e , t r a g i c  power is  undoubtedly the dominant 
aspect o f  Homer's o i l  pa in t in gs  o f  storm and s e a . . . .  
he had gone out on the Banks w ith  the fishermen and 
knew the hardship and dangers o f  t h e i r  l i f e  at f i r s t  
h a n d . . . .  Who, b e t t e r  than he, can render the c h i l l i n g  
menace o f  fo g  and r o c k s . . . .  To such o v e r a l l  impressions 
he pays more a t t e n t io n  than to  the exact form and c o lo r  
o f  waves and foam in s p i t e  o f  h is  aim o f  complete 
n a tu r a l i s m . . . .  (8 )
Frederick  J. Waugh i s  a d e t a i l e d  study in  many r e sp ec ts .  
The author has not on ly  l i s t e d  those people  who a s s i s t e d  him 
in the com p i la t ion  o f  the book but has s p e c i f i e d  in what cap­
a c i t y  they he lped  him. His Notes are voluminous, h e lp fu l  and 
in fo rm a t iv e  and he has made use o f  a l l  p e r t in e n t  secondary 
sources and a v a i l a b l e  primary m a t e r i a l . Students and resea rch ­
ers w i l l  ap p re c ia te  the Appendix which contains a fo rm idab le  
l i s t  o f  Waugh's p a in t in gs  by y ea r .  The author a ls o  l i s t s  the 
pa in t ings  in  P u b l ic  I n s t i t u t i o n s  w ith  d e s c r ip t io n s  and h i s t o r y  
in a lp h a b e t i c a l  o rder  by s ta te  or country. Waugh's p a in t in g s  
in p r i v a t e  c o l l e c t i o n s  are no ta ted  a lp h a b e t i c a l l y  by names o f  
owners. S e ve ra l  major c o l l e c t i o n s  are l i s t e d  w ith  s p e c ia l  
emphasis on the Waugh fam i ly  c o l l e c t i o n  which is  separated  by 
his A rt  Student P e r io d ,  Sark, Channel Is lan d  P e r io d ,  Engl ish  
Per iod  and American Pe r iod .  The book concludes w ith  an index 
f o r  the t e x t  and e ig h t  c o lo r  reproduct ions  and tw e n ty - fo u r  
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  in b lack  and white  o f  the a r t i s t ' s  p a in t in g s .
Readers w i l l  have to  agree w ith  the author tha t  marit ime 
p a in t in g  has not r e c e i v e d  adequate c o n s id e ra t ion  by h i s t o r i a n s  
o f  American a r t .  I  would e a rn e s t l y  hope that  the b iography o f
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Frederick  J. WaughAmerican Marine F a in te r  w i l l  in s p i r e  
fu ture  s tu d ies .
I n f l a t i o n  has not des t royed  a l l  t r a d i t i o n s . The book i s  
an adventure f o r  $5-50.
[ A l l  quota t ions  are from the book under rev iew :  ( l )  p. 
x i i  (2 )  p. 203 (3 )  p. 155 (h ) p. 205 (5 )  p. 206 (6 )  pp. 
216-127 (7 )  p- 199 (8 )  p. 200]
Edmund E. Lynch, Curator
The Marine H i s t o r i c a l  A sso c ia t ion  Inco rpora ted
Spear, Arthur P . , e d i t o r .  L e tte rs  to  Christopher P r in ce y
1855-1865j, and Journals o f  E liza  P r i n c e 1859-1860. M iddle-  
town, New York, Whit lock P ress ,  1969-
The modest Arthur Spear has r e v ea led  he is  e d i t o r  o f  th is  
new book on ly  by s ign in g  the P re fa ce .  He has done a s e r v i c e  
to  students o f  the s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Maine and 
a s s i s t e d  g e n e a lo g is t s  o f  Knox County f a m i l i e s .
Both the p r e - C i v i l  War l e t t e r s  to  Christopher P r ince  and 
the jou rn a ls  kept by a pious lady  on her sea voyages c l e a r l y  
show the cu l tu re  o f  non-involvement w ith  the grea t  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  changes then ta k in g  p la ce  in America. Even p o l i t i ­
c ians ,  such as James G. B la in e ,  w r i t i n g  t o  P r ince  see on ly  h is  
endorsement o f  t h e i r  candidacy without mentioning the issues 
o f  the t ime .
Congress as l a t e  as March l 8 6 l  was l e a v in g  the g rea t  
d e c is io n  o f  what t o  do about secess ion  and the p o l a r i z a t i o n  on 
s la v e r y  to  the P r e s id e n t . On March 3 1 s t , l 8 6 l , Sam ATlen o f  
Thomaston wrote P r ince  from Washington, "Sumner o f  Mass, and 
P i t  Fessenden sa id  l a s t  evening that  they was go ing home know­
ing  no more what the p o l i c y  o f  the adm in is t ra t ion  was to  be 
than those who had never been at Washington. From hear ing  
those men t a l k  day a f t e r  day am w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  that  there  is  
no f i x e d  p o l i c y  except  t o  keep mum and see what end those 
seced ing  s ta te s  w i l l  come t o ,  a n t i c i p a t in g  r e b e l l i o n  in t h e i r  
own ran ks . "
This new book confirms what was sensed in the Journals 
o f  Hezekiah P r i n c e J r .  y pub l ished  f o r  th i s  S oc ie ty  w ith  Mr. 
Spear, e d i t o r ,  in 1965- The do c t r in e  o f  non-involvement was 
a bas ic  understanding o f  Maine peop le .
Roger B. Ray
Maine H i s t o r i c a l  S oc ie ty
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